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What a busy and exciting couple of weeks it has been since my last newsletter. You might need to
grab yourself a brew and find somewhere comfortable to sit as there is lots to get through!
Girls Football tournament:
On Thursday our girls took part in their first football tournament of the year. Mr Aspinall
has kindly provided a report for your information below.
The girls’ football team competed in a tournament held at Winsford Academy. They played 4
matches in total, winning 3 and losing just once. After losing their first game, the team started
to find their feet and began passing the ball and keeping possession while learning their positions.
Against St Chad’s, in a closely contested game, Willow Wood won 2-1. The goals came from Tia
and Amber, but Kelsey made some important saves to ensure the win.
Up against High street next, the team’s confidence was high and Violet and Alexa provided a
solid base in defence to build on- constantly regaining possession. However, the player of the
match went to Amber. She managed to combine her dazzling footwork with some lethal finishing scoring not one, not two but three goals to earn a comfortable victory.
It was the first time some of the girls had played football and it was fantastic to see them enjoying themselves, gaining confidence and learning new skills. Well done girls!

Macmillan Cake Sale and Raffle
WOWZERS Willow Wood!
A huge well done and thank you to everyone who supported our charity event last month. The
response from the whole community was truly fantastic.
We have been overwhelmed by the success of the event this year and have together raised a staggering £1735, all of which will go to Macmillan to help fund the vital work they do in our community supporting people and their families affected by cancer. Well done to everyone involved and
thank you for your continued support.

Considerate Parking
Last week we had a couple of incident sof very dangerous parking, on the corner of the roads by
the main playground. Please think very carefully about where you park your cars in the morning
and afternoon to make sure our children are safe.
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Reading barn and library:
Some of you may have noticed a lovely new shed in our main playground! This is our new
‘reading Barn’. This is used every playtime and lunchtime for children to visit and read books.
Mrs Ullein has equipped it with lots of lovely cushions and gorgeous books. So far the children
have loved it and it is proving really popular. Likewise, our beautiful new library also opened to
the pupils last week. Our newly appointed school librarians, from year 5 and Year 6, have been
helping children to chose books when they visit it during their playtime and lunchtime.

Rockidz:
Last week, we had a wonderful visit from Rockidz. Children took part in some workshops that
taught them all about self-esteem and confidence in a fun and musical way. The children learnt
some new songs and took part in some great challenges, as did their teachers. If you haven't
had chance yet, please visit our Facebook page to get a flavour of what went on.

School Council:
Our new school councillors have been busy this week, making suggestions about how we can
make our school even better. One of their ideas, that has already sprung to life is to encourage
the children to try new and healthy food, such as different vegetables. The school councillors
met with Sam, our cook to agree a taster dish every day this week. Those children on hot meals
will, on top of their chosen meal, be offered a very small portion of a different dish that contains lots of veg. Today the children were offered a gratin with cauliflower, green beans, carrot
and low fat cheese, as well as a freshly prepared fruit salad with vanilla. Lots of children were
brave and had a taste of both items, many of them loving it.
Covid:
Please do not send children to school with any of the three main covid symptoms (a new and
continuous cough, a high temperature or loss or change of taste or smell). If your child has any
of these symptoms they must get a PCR test (not a lateral flow test—as these are not as sensitive). I appreciate that this a pain, especially when many children may only have a seasonal
cold, but we must be careful to protect everyone in our school community.
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Finally….
This week, following on from updates on what we have done to improve maths, reading and
writing at Willow Wood I wanted to share what has been happening in science!


We have invested in lots of new scientific apparatus , such as microscopes and
magnifying glasses to help children undertake science activities.



We have been using resources from the Science Association to plan much more
exciting lessons, that involve lots of practical activities and experiments. Our children are now taught about 5 different types of scientific enquiry.



Many of the books we read in class now link with science, to give children an even
better understanding of the topics they cover.



Science has a much higher profile in school, so that children develop what we call
‘science capital’. This is an understanding of science in the world around them and
in things like the news. We try to give children as much exposure to science as we
can.



Finally…...because of all of the hard work undertaken by Mr Aspinall (our science
leader) and the rest of the teachers, I am incredibly proud to announce that last
week we were awarded the prestigious ‘Primary Science Quality Mark’. This an
award that recognises strong teaching, learning and leadership in science. The process of achieving the award is 12 months long and schools have to undergo a rigorous assessment before being given the award! This year we are working towards
quality marks in history and geography!
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